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FROM THE MINISTER
*“Happy New Year”.
So it is a new year! My word how time flies! Mark my
word, the longer you live, the shorter the years seem to
become! No sooner have you sung the last carol of
Christmas, and wished everyone a happy new year, but it
is time to begin all over again! When we offer new year
greetings, we are giving a blessing for the year ahead. These words “Happy
New Year” when spoken sincerely, carry real potential. Words are potent!
Consider these five quotations about words:
1. Words are the most powerful force available to humanity!
2. Words are like X-rays. If you use them properly, they’ll go through anything.
(Rudyard Kipling)
3. Words are free. It’s how you use them that may cost you!
4. Value your words. Each one may be your last.
5. Of all the sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these: It might have
been. (John Greenleaf Whittier)
Time began with four words. The Bible explains, “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth, ... And God said, “Let there be light,” and
there was light.” (Genesis 1;1, 3 ESV)
The Bible explains the great celebration of Christmas like this: “The word
(Jesus) became flesh and dwelt among us, ... full of grace and truth” (John
1:14 ESV). However, when we use the words, “Happy New Year” we need to
remember, with compassion, that for some people, the year ahead is already
darkened with disappointment, despair, and dread concerning the unknown
future. Our blessing, “Happy New Year” might sound heartless, however
sincere we are.
With this in mind, I can recollect words used in the royal Christmas broadcast
in 1939, when the nation was facing the darkness of World War 2 (1939-45):
“I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year, Give me a light, that I
may tread safely into the unknown. And he replied, Go out into the darkness,
and put your hand into the hand of God. That shall be to you better than light
and safer than a known way.”
God’s hands are big enough to hold all of us, safely. May every new year be a
happy one for you, because your hope is in His love, His kindness and in His
concern for you.

Happy New Year

Steve

*(Reproduced with kind permission from ‘Daffodils In Winter’ By Doreen Harrison
– Available on Amazon)

COFFEE MORNING
First Wednesday
of the month
10:30 – 12ish
The next Coffee Morning is on Wednesday January 2nd
We will supply the coffee and tea – the cakes and biscuits
and you can come along to supply the good-humoured company.
No charge but donations gratefully received in aid of:
The local branch of Cancer Research

Bible Study
On Tuesday mornings a group of us get together to look at a
particular part of the Bible. This is an informal gathering where all
are encouraged to take part. We are not
a bunch of academics debating the finer
points of a text, but a group of people
who want to hear what God has got to
say to us through His word.
In January we will be continuing to look
at the gospel of John.
If you would like to come along we will
be meeting on Tuesday 8th & 22nd at 10:30am, in the Baptist
Church hall.
A few of us go to lunch in Rhayader after the meeting. You would
be more than welcome to join us. (2 courses for only £5.50)

DECEMBER IN NEWBRIDGE & AT PENTREF – Clive Barrett.
On the first Sunday of advent, the morning service was one of Communion.
Rev Steve followed up his ‘Minister’s Letter’ in the December Newsletter,
regarding the questions asked of a group of under 7's, following a letter
from the Moderator of the Southern Synod of the United Reform Church.
He posed the first question they were asked: “Who is Jesus?” He suggested
some answers in the form of subheadings. Firstly who Jesus really is- He is part of the Godhead, the second person of the Trinity.
 In Jesus the baby of Bethlehem God became man.
 At that time the people expected a King like David to save them
from their enemies, but in Jesus they received deliverance from
their sins.
For the first Sunday evening of advent Rev Steve spoke at this time of
year of looking back, but mainly looking forward to the coming of
Jesus, during a season to celebrate. Following his comments in the
morning service, he looked at another aspect of the question “Who is
Jesus?” He spoke about:
 Joseph as the father of Jesus
 Mary miraculously becoming pregnant by the power of the
Holy Spirit.
 That the manner of the birth in the stable of Bethlehem fulfilled
prophecies in the Old Testament.
He concluded his message by talking about the name Immanuel (God with
us) pointing out that the meaning of the story for us today is in that name,
whatever troubles we are going through now, whatever the future holds, the
truth is that the one who was born in the stable of Bethlehem promises
never to leave us.
On the second Sunday morning of advent, the Rev Andrew Wyton
continued the theme. He spoke about John the Baptist, his birth and the
powerful story of John coming as “a messenger to prepare the way”, This
task was one of patience, waiting, and realising he had a job to do, which in
reality is similar to the present day. Rev Andrew referred to the faithfulness
of Elizabeth's husband Zechariah and the fact that his prayer for a son in
the couple's old age is answered, and it is a story of faithfulness and hope.
In conclusion we are called to be a people who prepare the way for others.

In the evening Rev Paul Tarling was the guest speaker, and continuing the
advent theme he spoke about our assurance of salvation. Referring to St
Paul's letter to the Philippians, he pointed out: that we have been bought at
a price, that God is great and in control. He spoke of the duty of the church
to encourage one another.
On the third Sunday morning Rev Steve returned to the questions to the
under 7's, asking “Who is Jesus?”
In the evening the annual “Carols by Candlelight” service was held at
Pentref. Rev Steve opened the service by restating that advent was the
expectancy of the coming of Jesus. This formed the basis of the carol
service which followed, and included the Pentref and Welsh Learners
Singers, communal prayers, carols and appropriate birth of Christ Bible
readings. Rev Steve spoke briefly of the story and message of the birth of
Jesus, and asked the under 7's question, “Why Do We Celebrate
Christmas?”
 We celebrate Jesus coming as “the light of the world”.
 We celebrate Immanuel (God with us).
Rev Steve led both services on the fourth Sunday, in the evening
Communion was celebrated.
There was also a short Christmas morning Communion service.
On the fifth and final Sunday Mr. William Powell led the service in the
morning, and the Rev Philip Lewis in the evening.
COFFEE MORNING.
The monthly Coffee Morning was again a success, with donations going to
the latest local charitable cause Cancer Research (Llandrindod Branch). It
is hoped to reach the £100 target at the January Coffee Morning. It is
interesting to note that this total will complete £1,000 being raised for
charities since the event was instigated three years ago, in February 2016.
CHRISTMAS CONCERT AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH.
On the third Sunday evening a Christmas Concert was held in All Saints
featuring local artists. There was a pleasing attendance and the audience
enjoyed some good-standard singing and musical entertainment, including
carol singing by the congregation, popular Christmas songs mainly with a
Christmas theme, organ and clarinet playing, solos or duets were sung by
local artists. It proved to be an enjoyable Christmas Concert with a
difference.

PENTREF SINGERS AT WYLESFIELD.
On the morning of Thursday 13th December, a group of about fifteen
members and friends from Pentref gathered at Wylesfield Home,
Llandrindod Wells. Here they sang several carols, gave readings, recited
poems and said prayers, which all appeared to be much appreciated by the
elderly residents. The Pentref Singers have sung carols here just before
Christmas for a good number of years, but this December the audience
interest and participation was thought to exceed previous years.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS TURNED ON IN NEWBRIDGE.
The turning on of
the village
Christmas lights
took place in the
early evening of
Friday December
7, in readiness for
the festive season.
The night was
very wet when
villagers gathered
to sing carols,
prior to the arrival
of Father
Christmas by
motorized
transport, and seasonal refreshments in the nearby Golden Lion. The
switching on of the lights in this Dolyfan area of the village was also
complemented by an impressive standard of display on the village green
near the New Inn.
NEWBRIDGE BOOKLETS.
The selling of these information booklets about the village commenced
with a launch at Newbridge Carnival in late June. Since then the
publication has been available at local outlets, the Post Office, the New Inn,
Golden Lion, John Powell's Garage, the Llysdinam Trust Open Garden
events, and Verzon's Book Shop in Llandrindod Wells. The Minister,
Deacons, and members of Pentref wish to thank the above businesses
sincerely for selling the booklets, and all those who purchased the
publication. The total collected in sales has resulted in £300 being raised
towards Pentref graveyard maintenance and improvement fund.

Fancy a sing along to some of the old
favourite hymns and the opportunity to
learn some of the newer Christian songs?
then come along to Cartref on Tuesday 29th
January at 7:00pm, where some of us from
the chapel will be
gathering to practice
some of the songs we will be using
in services in the coming weeks.
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The Men’s Fellowship
The next meeting will be on
Tuesday January 15th
At 10:30am
Speaker Clive Barrett
Who will be speaking about
his recent trip to Cyprus

Thursday Afternoons
2:00pm – 4:00pm

Do you, paint, draw, sculpt, knit, crochet, do macramē, or anything else creative?
If you do, you would be more than welcome to come along and join the group.
Come along to share your skills in a group where we learn from each other.
Refreshments provided.
More Info: Vanessa 01597 850185

The next meeting will be on the 10th January

PRAYER
Each month at various times people from the
Chapel get together to pray.
If you have any prayer requests you can email them
to me at steveoncomputer@aol.com putting ‘Prayer
Requests’ in the subject bar.
Alternatively put them in an envelope marked
‘Prayer Requests’ and put it through my letter box.
‘Cartref’ (On the main road opposite the mile post.)

SERVICES
AT
PENTREF
Sunday 6th January

Sunday 13th January

Sunday 20th January

Sunday 27th January

10:30am

Rev Steve Wallis (Communion)
(Studies in the book of Colossians)

5:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis
(Pictures of the Church)

10:30am

Rev Steve Wallis
(Studies in the book of Colossians)

5:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis
(Pictures of the Church)

10:30am

Rev Steve Wallis
(Studies in the book of Colossians)

5:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis (Communion)
(Pictures of the Church)

10:30am
5:00pm

Rev Paul Tarling
Mrs Heather Jones

The Pentref Baptist Chapel newsletter comes out each month
and is delivered to every home in the village. If you are part of
an organisation in the village or if you are organising an event in
the village we are more than happy to publicise it in the
Newsletter. Please send copy to Steve at;
steveoncomputer@aol.com

JANUARY
AT
ALL SAINTS
Sunday 6th January
No Service
Sunday 13th January 11:00am
Morning Worship
Sunday 20th January
No Service
Sunday 27th January 11:00am
Holy Communion

Midweek Communion
On the 1 & 3rd Wednesdays at 10:00am.
st

January Open Doors Prayer Afternoon
Tuesday Jan 22nd
2.30-4 pm
St Francis Centre, Holy Trinity Church
Please come along if you can to this the first prayer afternoon of 2019. All are most
welcome.There is always plenty of news to impart about our persecuted church family, so
that we can pray on the day, (though no obligation to pray out loud) and at home with
more knowledge and familiarity. There will be several short films and also the opportunity
to make cards for sending encouragement to persecuted brothers and sisters around the
world. Refreshments will be served.

Back in November, Mike Thomas and I and a friend from the New Life Church went to
the 'Standing Strong Through the Storm' Celebration Day at the Bethel Centre, West
Bromwich. The first thing we saw as we went through the doors was a car like this! It was
a poignant reminder of the beginning of Open Doors, when Brother Andrew drove beyond
the Iron Curtain in his little VW Beetle and began secretly delivering Bibles into the hands
of desperate 'secret' Christians. This was in 1955.
The day we attended was a testimony to how much has happened since then. We were
amongst over 1800 people, and this was only one of several such days held annually
around the country. What a day! It was welcoming, well-organised, challenging, moving
and inspiring.
The day was split into sections, with Open Doors staff Eddie Lyle, the Director, Henrietta
Blyth, the new CEO, Lisa Pierce, the old CEO and now in a new global post and several
others welcoming, organising, praying, giving us a global perspective on the persecution
of Christians, and introducing the 4 main speakers. Also, there was great singing, led by
the Dave Miller Band from Trent Vineyard Church in Nottingham.
It was an enormous privilege to hear speakers from North Korea, India and Egypt. Next
month, I will write a little bit more about that wonderful day spent listening to Brother
Simon, Hannah, Samson and Michael.
Louise Tarling

At the end of one year and the
beginning of a new one it
seems to be a good time to say

There are so many people in the village who
freely contribute their time and effort to
making life in the village so good, it seems
Invidious to single anyone in particular out.
But I would like to express appreciation to all those
involved in putting up the great display of Christmas lights
this year.
Also I think that everyone in the village would like to
express their thanks to Stuart Jones and his friends who
do so much to keep the village tidy and beautify it with
flowers.
I know there are so many unsung heroes who contribute
so much to village life, even though you have not been
named individually, we would still like to say a big
thank you to you all.

