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FROM THE MINISTER
Some of you will remember a television
programme called ‘Not only but Also” with Dudley
Moore and Peter Cook. At the close of each
episode, Dudley Moore would play the piano and

the pair would sing:
“Now is the time to say
goodbye, now is the
time to yield a sigh.”
In February Vanessa
and I sold our house in
the English Mid-lands
and took the opportunity
at the same time to
change our car.
As we said ‘goodbye’ to
both of them we did so
with a touch of sadness
– the ‘yielding of a sigh’
in the words of the old
song. We liked our
house, we had spent a
few years restoring it
and putting it into the
kind of shape that we
wanted. By the time we moved out it had very much become ‘our
house’. The car is a bit different, but it has served us well for the last
fifty thousand miles. We may not miss it in the same way that we miss
the house, but Vanessa will miss the heated seats and I will miss the
comfort of driving as though I was at home in an armchair.
All change comes with a sense of anticipation, but also comes tinged
with sadness for the things that you leave behind.
Following Jesus, from the beginning, requires us to leave some of the
old ways behind, but we do so with a sense of anticipation that what is
to come is the blessing of the fullness of life that Jesus promises to all
who will follow him.
Steve

COFFEE MORNING
First Wednesday
of the month
10:30 – 12ish
The next Coffee Morning is on Wednesday March 7th
We will supply the coffee and tea – the cakes and biscuits
and you can come along to supply the good-humoured company.
No charge but donations gratefully received in aid of:
Friends of Newbridge-On-Wye School

Bible Study
On Tuesday mornings a group of us get together to look at a
particular part of the Bible. This is an informal gathering where all
are encouraged to take part. We are not
a bunch of academics debating the finer
points of a text, but a group of people
who want to hear what God has got to
say to us through His word.
In March we will be continuing to look at
the gospel of John.
If you would like to come along we will
be meeting on Tuesday 13th & 27th at 10:30am, in the Baptist
Church hall.
A few of us go to lunch in Rhayader after the meeting. You would
be more than welcome to join us. (2 courses for only £5.50)

FEBRUARY AT NEWBRIDGE AND PENTREF – Clive Barrett
QUIZ & KARAOKE EVENING.
Recently the Newbridge Carnival Committee, which consists of some new
officers and members, held a very successful Quiz and Karaoke Night at
the Golden Lion. The money raised will go towards the expenses of this
year's village Carnival which will be held on the last Saturday of June.
POOL TOURNAMENT
The draw for the Pool Tournament, held in aid of the local Parkinson’s
Group was held in the New Inn and games will commence shortly.
MESSY CHURCH
The Ifron & Wye parishes had a very good time as they came together in
craft, worship and food at Pentref Chapel.
PENTREF NEWS.
On the first two Sunday mornings Rev Steve continued studies in the Book
of Colossians, entitled ‘Reasons to be Grateful’. Previously he had spoken
about faith, love, and the gospel. On these two Sundays he drew attention
to peace and the church.
On the first Sunday evening Rev Steve hosted an entirely different type of
service, when the congregation were invited to watch the “Jesus DVD”,
with tea, coffee, and cakes served before the showing.
In the mid week the monthly Coffee Morning was held, with donations
towards “Friends of Newbridge Primary School”.
The Bible Study in the Gospel of John continued on two Tuesday
mornings.
Newbridge Creative Group continued to meet on Thursday afternoon.
On the third Sunday morning, Rev Steve progressed further in the Book of
Colossians speaking about, ‘Being filled with the knowledge of the will of
God’.
On the Sunday evenings Rev Steve continued his studies in Psalm 119.
The guest preachers on the final Sunday of the month were Rev Paul
Tarling and the Rev Aled Thomas.

PENTREF MEN'S MEETING – Clive Barrett
Rev Steve Wallis opened the Men's February meeting with devotions based
on the Book of Proverbs. This book offers various pieces of sound advice,
with a comparison being made between the righteous and the wicked. The
ultimate message gives guidance for our daily lives.
The morning’s guest speaker was Dr. Fred Slater, the noted local biologist
and ecologist. In his talk he covered some history of the village of
Newbridge. About 20 years ago Dr. Slater prepared a booklet about
Newbridge, and recently he has been doing some research with the aim of
publishing another booklet. He mentioned in detail different factors which
have affected the village over the centuries. These included the two rivers,
Wye and Ithon, which flow near the village, and the peat bogs and pollen
which hold the key to how civilisation lived in the past. He also spoke
about features such as standing stones, a flint axe and coins which have
been found, the transport of gold and cattle through Newbridge, the latter
by drovers. Dr. Fred related that over the past decades at least three bridges
had been built in turn over the Wye, and an ancient route probably ran
along the ridge near Llysdinam. He mentioned the dates of some village
buildings, water mills of days gone by, and when the railway came. He
outlined how the Enclosure Act and Turnpike Roads had impacted on the
lives of the locals. Finally, he returned to his subject of biology and
ecology, mentioning crayfish, pearl mussels, salmon, fresh water sponges,
midwife toads, old meadows and woodland. Dr. Slater was thanked by
member Clive Barrett, for his most comprehensive and interesting talk.

The Men’s Fellowship
The next meeting will be on
Tuesday March 20th
At 10:30am
Speaker to be confirmed

Fancy a sing along to some of the old
favourite hymns and the opportunity to
learn some of the newer Christian songs?
then come along to Cartref on Tuesday 20th
March at 7:00pm, where some of us from
the chapel will be
gathering to practice
some of the songs we will be using
in services in the coming weeks.
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Thursday Afternoons
2:00pm – 4:00pm

Do you, paint, draw, sculpt, knit, crochet, do macramē, or anything else creative?
If you do, you would be more than welcome to come along and join the group.
Come along to share your skills in a group where we learn from each other.
Refreshments provided.
More Info: Vanessa 01597 860185

SERVICES
AT
PENTREF
Sunday 4th March

Sunday 11th March
Sunday 18th March

Sunday 25th March

Thursday 29th March
Friday 30th March

10:30am

Rev Steve Wallis (Communion)
(Studies in the book of Colossians)

5:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis
(Studies in Psalm 119)

10:30am

Mrs Monica O’Dea

5:00pm

Rev Ifor Williams

10:30am

Rev Steve Wallis
(Studies in the book of Colossians)

5:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis (Communion)
(Studies in Psalm 119)

10:00am
Holy Communion
At All Saints. The service will be followed by a walk
of witness (waving our Palm Crosses) through the
village. Finishing at Pentref Baptist Chapel, where
there will be a short time of worship followed by
refreshments.
5:00pm

Rev Aled Thomas

7:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis (Communion)
(Maundy Thursday)

10:30am

Walk of Witness
– starting from All Saints and
concluding at Pentref Baptist
Chapel.

MARCH
AT
ALL SAINTS
Sunday

4th March

11:00am

Sunday

11th March

6:00pm

Sunday

18th March

11:00am

Morning Worship

Sunday

25th March

10:00am

Holy Communion

Morning Worship
Compline

The service will be followed by a walk of witness
(waving our Palm Crosses) through the village.
Finishing at Pentref Baptist Chapel, where there will
be a short time of worship followed by
refreshments.

Friday

30th March

10:30am

Walk of Witness

– with Pentref Baptist Chapel,
starting from All Saints.

Midweek Communion
every Wednesday at 10:00am.

The Next Open Doors Prayer Meeting will be held at the
St Francis Centre, Holy Trinity Church, Llandrindod Wells,
on Tuesday 27th March at 2:30pm.

The minister of the chapel is available not just for those
who come to chapel but to anyone in the village who
needs help and support:




If you want someone to talk to who will listen, get in touch and
he will arrange a visit
If you would like someone to pray with you, please get in
touch and he will arrange a visit.
If you are going into hospital and would like a pastoral visit,
please let the minister know and if possible he will visit.

The minister of the chapel is here as chaplain to the village. If he
can be of help in any way, please get in touch.
Tel: 01597 860185.
Email:steveoncomputer@aol.com

This newsletter is aimed to let the whole village know what
is happening at the Baptist Church.
We intend to continue putting this newsletter out monthly
to every home in the village.
We would like the newsletter to be a service to the village
and will happily publicise events organised by other
groups. If you have an event you would like included in
future issues please contact either Steve or Elsa.
Steveoncomputer@aol.com 01597 860185
Elsa.harflett@hotmail.com 01597 860894
You can also find us on the internet at:
www.newbridgebaptistchurch.co.uk
or on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/Pentref-Baptist-Chapel

