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FROM THE MINISTER
2017 is the 300th anniversary of the start of worship
at Pentref. In each month we intend to do something
special to celebrate those 300 years.
This year Easter falls in the month of April. Each
year since its foundation, Pentref has done
something to celebrate the greatest festival of the
Christian Church and this year we do not intend to do anything
differently.
The purpose of churches and chapels is not to draw attention to
them-selves but to give glory and honour to Jesus. This year we are
celebrating 300 years of God’s faithfulness to his people here in
Newbridge, but those celebrations should not do anything that takes
away from the celebration of the greatest event in history – the
death and resurrection of Jesus.
Each Eastertide for three hundred years the folk at Pentref have
celebrated the death and resurrection of Jesus and this year we
shall carry on in that tradition. On Maundy Thursday we shall do as
Jesus instructed his disciples and remember him in a communion
meal. On Good Friday we will once again re-enact the Easter story
at different points in the village. On Easter Sunday we will celebrate
the resurrection in both of our worship services.
You may not have been to the chapel in the last 300 years but you
would be more than welcome to join us this Easter.
Steve

COFFEE MORNING
First Wednesday
of the month
10:30 – 12ish
The next Coffee Morning is on Wednesday April 5th
We will supply the coffee and tea – the cakes and biscuits
and you can come along to supply the good humoured company.
No charge but donations gratefully received in aid of the:
Red Cross

Bible Study
On Tuesday mornings a group of us get together to look at a
particular part of the Bible. This is an informal gathering where
all are encouraged to take part.
In April we will be continuing to look at
the gospel of John.
If you would like to come along we will
be meeting on Tuesday 11th and 25th at
10:30am, in the Baptist Church hall.

A few of us go to lunch in Rhayader after the meeting. You
would be more than welcome to join us. (2 courses for only
£5.00)

MARCH AT PENTREF CHAPEL – By Clive Barrett
The month started at Pentref on St. David's Day, with a successful
Charity Coffee Morning. There was a refreshing number present and
a sociable time was had, with donations to the Red Cross. The
Coffee Morning followed the Ash Wednesday Imposition of Ashes
Service which was held at All Saints Church. On the first Friday a
successful interdenominational Women's Day of Prayer was held at
Pentref. The theme was “Am I Being Unfair to You?”; which had
been prepared by the Christian women of the Philippines. The
second Tuesday was a busy day because in the morning the Bible
Study took place when we opened our studies in the Gospel of
John. The first 18 verses were studied, promoting an excellent
discussion particularly regarding the earth's creation.
In the afternoon, as part of Pentref's 300th anniversary celebrations,
the 60 strong Choir of Newbridge on Wye Primary School came to
help the celebrations. The children, accompanied by their teachers,
performed some songs. Then the “Open the Book” group from
Llanwrtyd Wells, assisted by some of the children, performed the
bible story of the “Good Samaritan”. The behaviour of the pupils was
a credit to themselves, their parents and the school. Some members
of Pentref sang a couple of impromptu songs (complete with
actions) that they remembered from their Sunday School days, this
time for the children's entertainment. Afterwards the pupils received
cakes (see cover photo), biscuits and squash provided by the ladies
of the church, and the grown up members of the congregation also
enjoyed light refreshments.
On the first Sunday morning communion service of March, Rev
Steve continued his studies in the book of the “Song of Solomon”,
whilst in the evening Rev Petra Beresford Webb of All Saints
occupied the pulpit. On the second Sunday morning Rev Steve
continued the “Song of Solomon” studies, referring to the older lover
and the relationship with his girl friend, and the second meaning of
God's relationship and love for us, and ours to him. In the evening
he referred to the Parables of Jesus in Matthew, and the two
interpretations of the buried treasure and the finest pearl parables,
which shows God's great love for us. The second meaning being the

sinner is the merchant, and Jesus is the treasure, those who seek
are satisfied. On the third Sunday morning Rev Steve was in the
same book again giving two contrasting meanings of the man's love
for his lady, and Christ for his Church. He used the vowels of E,I,O,
to emphasis his points: God’s EXPRESSION of love to us, Jesus’
INVITATION to come and experience the new life he offers and the
OBJECTIONS that we raise to responding to that invitation.
At the Sunday evening communion service Rev Steve continued in
the book of Matthew Chapter 13 Verse 31, which concerns the
famous comparison parable of the mustard seed.
The preachers on the final Sunday of the month were Rev Paul
Tarling in the morning and Rev Ronald Downey in the evening.
On the third Tuesday at the Men's Fellowship Meeting, Clive Barrett
spoke about his visit last October to the Atlantic Island of Madeira,
with special mention of its dormant volcanoes. During the month the
All Saints Lent Course, a five part Bible Study on the Lord's Prayer
commenced on Tuesday evenings and Wednesday afternoons. In
the week starting the 19th, the Tuesday evening session was held at
“Cartref” and on Wednesday afternoon at Pentref, due to the Rev
Petra entering hospital for a knee operation.

Picture
On behalf of the members of Pentref Chapel John Lloyd presents long standing
members of Pentref Chapel, Clive an Annette Barrett with a card and flowers to
mark their golden wedding anniversary

Do you, paint, draw, sculpt,
knit, crochet, do macramé, or
anything else creative?
If you do, you would be more
than welcome to come along
to the group.

Come along to share your skills
in a group where we learn from
each other.

We meet on
Thursday
afternoon
2pm – 4pm
In the hall of the
Baptist Chapel

Refreshments provided
More info: Vanessa 01597 860185

The Men’s Fellowship
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 18th April at
10:30am
the speaker will be Peter Sherwood from the
Birmingham City Mission
YOU CAN SUPPORT THE BIRMINGHAM CITY MISSION
BY:

 Food (packets or tins)
 Clean items of bedding
 Clean items of clothing
If you are able to donate any of the
above –
please drop them into the
chapel or give them to someone you
know who goes to the chapel.
Thank you in anticipation of your support.

The Easter Sunday
offerings at Pentref
will be donated to the
TearFund
East Africa Crisis Appeal

SERVICES
AT
PENTREF
Sunday 2nd April

10:30am
5:00pm

Sunday 9th April

10:30am

Rev Paul Tarling (Communion)
Rev Ifor Williams
Communion with All Saints

5:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis

Thursday 13th April

6:00pm

Maundy Thursday Communion

14th April

10:30am

Walk of Witness with All Saints

Friday
16th April

23rd April

30th April

(Palm Sunday)

10:30am

Rev Steve Wallis (Communion)
(Easter Sunday)

5:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis (Communion)
(Easter Sunday)

10:30am

Rev Steve Wallis
(Studies in the Song of Solomon )

5:00pm

Rev Steve Wallis

10:30am

Rev Ron Downey

5:00pm

Mrs Heather Jones

(Holy Humour Sunday)

APRIL
AT
ALL SAINTS
Sunday 2nd April

11:00am

Morning Worship

Sunday 9th April

10:30am

Holy Communion
(with Pentref)

Wednesday 12th April

7:00pm

Reflective Service

14th April

10:30am

Walk of Witness
(with Pentref)

Sunday 16th April

11:00am

Easter Sunday
Holy Communion

Sunday 23rd April

11:00am

Holy Communion

Sunday 30th April

11:00am

Ministry Area
Eucharist at Cwmbach

Friday

Midweek Communion
every Wednesday at 10:00am.

MARCH IN NEWBRIDGE – By Clive Barrett.
WAXWINGS & TWITCHERS
FLY INTO NEWBRIDGE.
There was some unusual, unexpected but
pleasant excitement in the village during March. A
“flock' of waxwings originating from Scandinavia,
made their temporary home and feeding ground in
a large holly tree heavily ladened with berries, in
the garden of Martin & Gwen Middleton's home
next to the New Inn. This brought local wild bird
photographers, twitchers, and even Welsh
professional watchers to the scene. Apparently the waxwings first arrived in
the Middleton's garden in late January, the numbers reaching a maximum of
70 in March, and now late in the month they are down to 15. Following the
demise of the red berries, the birds that are left are now feeding on apples.
As a matter of interest, an article about these birds appeared in one of the
national newspapers. I thought it was worth summarizing this column as
follows:
“Being described as starling-sized birds with a Teddy boy quiff, silky
cinnamon-brown plumage, and highwayman eye mask, waxwings are
unmistakable, they have a noisy cry. This has been a “waxwing” winter.
Breeding in the subarctic wildernesses of Scandinavia and Russia, usually
only about 1,000 waxwings spend the winter in Britain, but this year far greater
numbers have arrived on our shores. This is called an “irruption” of waxwings,
and occurs when their staple food of berries is in short supply nearer home.
Ironically the waxwings’ nomadic search for food has been helped by
unsuspecting planning officers who have stipulated the mitigatory planting of
berry-bearing trees e.g. locally the new road between Newbridge and Builth.
Interestingly eating so many berries (and now apples), the birds are helped in
absorbing the ingredients by having a large liver.

WI.
In March Newbridge WI, held their own mini show in preparation for the
County show in May. The theme is based on childhood memories, so
members have been busy producing craft items, and recalling cooking recipes
they remember from their childhood.

FOOTBALL CLUB.
It is worth mentioning that Newbridge Football Club are enjoying a successful
season. The club are currently in third place in the Mid Wales League Division
2, and have lost just one of their last 10 matches, with only two games left to
play the mainly young team of the local club must be very pleased with their
efforts during the 2016/17 campaign.

Newbridge on Wye WI
usually meet at the Community Centre
at 7pm on the 3rd Thursday of each
month.
Women of all ages are welcome to come along to one of our
meetings and find out more about the WI.

NEXT MEETING
THURSDAY 27th APRIL
SPEAKER: DAVID WILSON
who will be talking about a ‘Teacher’s Travels’
Anyone interested in finding out more about our WI is
very welcome to come along to one of our meetings or
phone Sylvia on 860 583 / message Lyn on 07393
60289

SONGS OF PRAISE AND SANKEY FESTIVALS 2017
April 9th
Palm Sunday
April 14th
Good Friday
May 12th
May 14th
May 21st
May 21st
June 4th
June 11th
June 18th
June 25th
July 2nd
July 9th
July 9th
July 16th
July 30th
July 30th
September 3rd
September 10th
October 15th

Pentref Baptist
Chapel
Newbridge
Moriah Chapel
Landeilo Graban
Dolau Nantmel
Baptist Chapel
Bethania
Elan Valley
Nantmel Church
Madley (Hereford)
Methodist
Franksbridge
Chapel
Penuel Chapel
Llanwrthwl
Howey
Baptist Chapel
Presteigne
Baptist Chapel
New Radnor
Baptist Chapel
Rhayader
Catholic Church
Yardo Chapel
Coxall
Baptist Chapel
Pound
Baptist Chapel
Knucklas
Baptist Chapel
Dolau Nantmel
Baptist Chapel
Dolfar Free
Church
Maesyrhelem
Baptist Chapel

Radnorshire
Festival of
Sankey Praise
Sankey Praise

7:00pm
7:00pm

Choral Festival
Mission Praise
Sankey Evening

7:00pm

Songs of Praise
Sankey Praise

7:30pm
7:30pm

Sankey Praise

7:00pm

Sankey Praise

7:30pm

Sankey Praise

7:30pm

Sankey Praise

7:00pm

Songs of Praise

7:00pm

Songs of Praise

3:00pm

Sankey Praise
Sankey Praise

6:30pm
2:30pm

Songs of Praise

6:30pm

Sankey Praise

6:30pm

Sankey Praise

7:30pm

Sankey Praise

6:30pm

Sankey Praise

6:30pm

7:30pm

Car Boot Sale
New Inn
Car Park
Saturday 1st April
10:00am – 4:00pm
£5:00 a car
Contact the New Inn for details 01597 860211
-------------------------------------------------------------------------This newsletter is aimed to let the whole village know what
is happening at the Baptist Church.
We intend to continue putting this newsletter out monthly
to every home in the village.
We would like the newsletter to be a service to the village
and will happily publicise events organised by other
groups. If you have an event you would like included in
future issues please contact either Steve or Elsa.
Steveoncomputer@aol.com 01597 860185
Elsa.harflett@hotmail.com 01597 860894
You can also find us on the internet at:
www.newbridgebaptistchurch.co.uk
or on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/Pentref-Baptist-Chapel
Cover Picture.

Cakes before they were eaten by the children at
the March event celebrating 300 years.

